WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN!
Information For Families
of Children with Disabilities
November & December 2017
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Before we begin . ..

You should have an
Agenda sheet, with the
list of topics for today’s
presentation.
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On the back of the agenda is
an Information Sheet with a
list of helpful websites and
contact information.
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Before we begin. ..

You should also have the
Kindergarten Guide.

It provides information for
families of children with
disabilities who will enter
kindergarten next fall.
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Kindergarten:
An Orientation Guide

for
Families of Students with Disabilities
Entering Kindergarfen in Fall, 2018




Before we begin ...

You should also have a Comment Card and Survey Form.
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Use this card to write down your
questions. We will collect the cards
and answer your questions during
the Q & A at the end of this
presentation.

Please also fill out survey at
end of presentation, to help us
improve future presentations.

Eduealien

Garnan £, Coxens £

Today’s Agenda
* Welcome and Introductory Remarks
* Special Education in New York City Public Schools
* Preparing for Kindergarten: The Two Processes
* Developing a Kindergarten IEP
» Applying to Kindergarten
+ Q&A

* Closing Remarks

* Survey
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Special Education in New York City’s Public Schools

* Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs}
should have the same access to schools as they would if they
did not have [EPs. For the vast majority of students with [EPs,
this means learning at their zoned schools or schools of
interest while receiving the supports they need to succeed.

» Students with IEPs are taught in the least restrictive
environment that is appropriate, alongside students without
disabilities to the maximum extent possible.

» Students with IEPs should have access to a rigorous academic
curriculum and are held to high academic standards, enabling
them to realize their potential.
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Preparing for Kindergarten: Two Processes
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Preparing for Kindergarten: Two Processes

The timelines for these processes are on pages 2 & 3 in the Kindergarten
Guide.

Applying to Kindergarten

Developing a Kindergarten [EP
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We will start by taking a closer look at the
process of developing a kindergarten IEP

Developing a Kindergarten [EP
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Developing a Kindergarten
Individualized Education Program

(IEP)
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You will receive a blue “Notice of
Referral” {“Notice of
Recommendation”) in the mail
this winter.
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The Notice of Referral (blue notice)
marks the start of the kindergarten

|EP process.

Translations of the notice will be
available on our website below.
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The contact information for the DOE

representative who will assist you
with the kindergarten |IEP process is
listed in the Notice of Referral (biue

notice).

Your contact will be based at a
district Committee on Special
Education (CSE) office or at a public

school.
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The process of developing your child’s IEP for kindergarten is
different and separate from the preschool IEP process.

if your child is receiving preschool services, you will have a
preschool annual review IEP meeting this school year to discuss
your child’s preschool services (if you have not had it already),

and

you will also have a kindergarten IEP meeting to determine
eligibility for special education services in kindergarten and to plan
for any services your child will need. If your child is eligible for a
kindergarten IEP, services will begin in September, 2018.
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if your child is receiving preschool! services, your child will
continue to receive preschool services as mandated by the
preschool IEP.

* 10-month preschool services go through end of June, 2018.

* 12-month preschool services provide 6 additional weeks,
through mid-August, 2018.
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Receive
Notice of Referral

If your child has any medical needs, you will need to provide your
DOE representative with medical forms before the IEP meeting.

Medical forms and translations “ére available on this website:
Schools.nve.gov/Offices/Health/SchoolHealthForms

We will talk about the medical forms later in the presentation.
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All preschool students with IEPs who will enter kindergarten
next fall will go through the reevaluation process. New
assessments may be part of this process,

What is the purpose of the reevaluation?

To determine whether your child will continue to need special
education services in kindergarten and, if so, to determine the
appropriate special education services for your child in a
school-age setting.




Receive Provide Medical Forms
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Your child’s reevaluation will be specific to your child’s needs.

IEP teams start by reviewing:
» your child’s preschool [EP
» preschool assessments
* any assessments you previously provided

After reviewing current information about your child, the [EP team
may decide that they need more information and may plan new
assessments.
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New assessments may be formal or informal.

Examples of formal assessments:
» psychoeducational assessment (including standardized tests)
» full occupational therapy assessment

Examples of informal assessments:

* classroom observation

* teacher interview




Receive LY Provide Medical Forms
Notice of Referral [V (if applicable)

If new assessments are planned, the |EP team
will send you a letter requesting your consent.

To consent, please sign and return the letter to A
yvour Department of Education representative.

If no new assessments are planned, the |EP team will also inform
you by mail.

In both situations, you have the right to request additional
assessments. To ask for additional assessments, write a letter to your
DOE Representative, stating the type of assessment(s) requested.
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When assessments (if any) are complete,
the IEP team will schedule an IEP meeting.

The IEP team will send you a letter informing A

vou of the date, time and place of the
meeting, and listing the participants who
have been invited.

You may invite participants as well.
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Your child’s IEP meeting will take place at a district CSE office or at
a public school.

You should know that having an IEP meeting at a particular school
does not guarantee that your child will be admitted there. If you are
interested in your child attending the school where the [EP meeting
takes place, you should be sure to list the school on your
kindergarten application.

We will discuss the kindergarten application later in the
presentation.
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Who will be invited to the IEP meeting?

You (of course!)
School Psychologist

Special education teacher/related service provider™®
{your child’s teacher/service provider if your child is receiving services}

General education teacher

»

(vour child’s general education teacher if your child is in a pre-K class)
Others, invited by you
District representative
» Language interpreter, if needed

*relgted services include speech-language therapy, occupational therapy (OT), physical

i therapy (PT), and counselfing.
g:parlment of ‘
ucation ‘
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Every preschool student with an [EP is classified as a “preschool student with
a disability.”

At the Kindergarten IEP meeting, the |EP team - of which you are a member -
will first decide whether your child is efigible for school-age special education
services.

To be eligible, your child must be found to have a disability and require
special education services and programs.

If the IEP team finds that your child is not eligible to receive special education
services in kindergarten, your child will be “declassified.” Your child will enter
a general education ciass and will not receive special education services.
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If your child is eligible for school-age special education services, he
or she will receive a specific disability classification.

The classifications are listed below and in the Kindergarten Guide:

< autism »  orthopadic impairment BYS
e parimart of
« deaf-biindness »  gther health impalirment -
’ Kindergarten:
» dealfness » spesch and language An Crientation Guide

n - for
impaiyms it Fanilljas of Stedenis with Disabilities

Entaring Klndergarten {n Fall, 2018

=  emoiional disturbance

s . e
» hearing impairment traurnatic brain injury

visual impairmant,

+ intellectusl disability
intiuding biindness

» lparning disability

»  yitipie disabiiities
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Then, the IEP team will develop annual goals for your child and
determine what supports and services your child will need in
order to meet these goals.

Goals, supports and services will be designed to support
academic learning.

The annual goals and special education supports and services
will be described in your child’s IEP.
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Now we will talk about some of the special education
supports and services provided to school-age children.
Your child will be educated with the combination of
services best suited to meet their needs.
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General Education with Related Services

Related services are provided to help students with disabilities achieve
their educational goals. Related service providers often come into
classrooms and collaborate with teachers, aides and other adults to
support students. At times, they work with students individually or in smal!
groups in other locations. Related services include:

» counseling » physical therapy {PT)
® heaﬁﬂg eduta?éﬁﬁ 58?‘1«’%{2@5 ? S"Chﬁg; ﬁayggsery}geﬁ
* pecupational therapy {OT) » speech/language therapy

° orientation and mobility services . yision education services

For many students, related services are the only special education services
recommended. For others, related services are recommended in
combination with other services and programs.
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Services in District 1-32
(Zoned, Non-Zoned, and Choice District Schools)

In most cases, school-age students receive the program(s) and

service(s) on their IEPs at District 1-32 (neighborhood) schools.

Students in neighborhood schools may receive these services:
> Special Education Teacher Support Services {SETS5)

> Imtegrated Co-Teaching (ICT)

> Special Class (5C) Sarvices

We will describe them now.




Special Education Teacher Support Services
[SETSE])

+ Part-time services provided by a special education teacher.

» The special education teacher may work with one student or a
small group of students, within a general education classroom
or in a separate location.
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Integrated Co-Teaching {ICT)

* In ICT classrooms, students with and without disabilities learn
together with two teachers; a general education teacher and a
special education teacher plan and teach together.

* There are 25 total students in a kindergarten ICT class, with no
more than 10 students with |EPs.

* ICT can be provided part-time, for any part of the school day, or
full-time, depending on your child’s needs.
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Special Class Services {5C)

* Instruction for children with disabilities only.

+ Students are taught by special education teachers who provide
specialized instruction tailored to the needs of the students in the
class.

* Special classes in District 1-32 schools have 12 students whose
ages are within a three-year range and who have similar
educational needs.

» Special class services can be provided part-time, for any part of
the school day, or full-time.
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Specialized Programs

Specialized Programs are programs that do not exist in every
District 1-32 school. Specialized Programs that are provided in
some District 1-32 schools are:

» Autism Spectrum Disorder {ASD) Nest Program and
ASD Horizon Program

» Academics, Career, and Essential Skills {ACES) Program
« Bilingual Special Education {BSE)

We will describe them now.
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Specialized Programs — ASD Nest and ASD Horizon

ASD Nest Program ASD Horizon Program

» Reduced class-size Integrated Co- * Smaller Special Class {5C) with one
Teaching (ICT} class {a class with teacher, one paraprofessional and
two teachers) that includes up to eight (8) students.

students with autism and students

without disabilities. * Focus is primarily on supporting

communication, social skills, and

* Focus is primarily on developing progress toward meeting grade
communication and social skills in level standards for students with
students with autism who meet or autism who fall below grade- and
exceed grade level academic age-level standards in academics
standards and developmental level and development. Students may

. cognition (intelligence). also need some individualized
support at times during the school
day.

Website: hitp://schoels.nye. gov/Academics/Snecial Education/SupportsServices/specializedprograms

%‘«%@?@ Email: ASDProgramsi@schagls.nye.gov
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Specialized Programs - Academics, Carger, and
Essential Skills (ACES) Program

» ACES Programs provide a Small Class (15:1 or 12:1+1) for some
students who have an intellectual disability (ID) or multiple
disability (MD).

* They provide academic instruction as well as a highly
specialized educational program that facilitates the acquisition,
application and transfer of skills across environments such as
home, school, and community.

Website: httpi/ /schools.nye.gov/Academies/SpecialEducation/Supportsiervices/specializedprograms
Email: SnecializedPrograms@s
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Specialized Programs - Bilingual Sgecial Education

+ Bilingual Special Education Programs provide an Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT)
or Special Class (SC}, using a Dual Language (DL} or Transitional Bilingual
Education {TBE) model for students whose IEPs recommend special education
instruction in their home language. '

* If your child is recommended for a BSE Program, you may receive a different
school placement in late spring. It is important that you register your child at
the school with the BSE Program so that your child can receive the special
education supports and services s/he is recommended for.

* At minimum, if your child is identified as an English Language Learner, s/he
will receive English as a New Language (ENL} to support learning English.

Website: hitp://schools nye.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/SupportsServices/specializedprograms
Email: BSEPrograms@schosls.nve.gov
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Accessible Schools

Some school buildings are accessible to students who have
accessibility needs. These schools are designated
“accessible”

Schools provide different levels of accessibility. If your child
will need an accessible school, you should be sure to visit
schools and apply to those that would be appropriate for
your child.

For a list of accessible schools, call 311 or visit
schools.nyc.gov/Offices/OSP/Accessibility.
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District 75 Citywide Programs

 District 75 provides highly specialized instructional support for
students with significant challenges, including students who are
on the autism spectrum or have significant cognitive delays,
emotional disturbances, sensory impairments, and/or multiple
disabilities.

* A District 75 program will be considered if your child’s
educational, social, and/or emotional needs cannot

be met in a District 1-32 school program. e

» More information about District 75 programs is —
in the Kindergarten Guide and online: ;Oimz‘?ml;
schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/D75 ?@
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District 75 Citywide Programs

e
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If your child receives an IEP recommending Education
District 75, or :.f yqu think a {_){stnct 75 N District 75
recommendation is a possibility, please visit: Citywide Programs
Schools.nye.gov/Academics/SpeciaiEducation/D75 Spectalized Programs for

Students with
Significant Challenges

District 75 brochures are available here today
and are also on our website:

Schools.nye.gov/KinderaartenSpecialEducation

Information for Families of
Students Entering
Kindergarten
Carinne Relfo-Anselmi, Deputy Chancelior

Bivladon of Speciolced Insunciion nad
Stodeat Support

Retfer bowissaint, Superintendent
Districe 75
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Other Placement Recommendations

State-Supported Schools

* Provide intensive special education services to children who are
deaf, blind, or who have severe disabilities.

* If a state-supported school may be appropriate for your child,
we will assist you with the referral process.

State-Approved Non-Public Schools

* Provide programs for children whose intensive educational
needs cannot be met in a public school program. |

* |If the IEP team determines that it may not be possible to meet
your child’s needs in a public school program, the {EP team may
recommend that a state-approved non-public school be
considered.
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‘Parentally Placed’ Students - IESPs

* Some families prefer to send their children to private or parochial schools. If your child will
attend a private or religious school in New York City, he/she may be eligible to receive special
education services and/or related services provided by the DOE,

*+ [f you have decided to send your child to a private or religious school {not at the DOE’s expense},
you should inform your DOE representative that you are not seeking special education in a
public school.

= Ifyour child is eligible for special education and you make this request, the iEP team will deveiop
an Individualized Education Services Program (IESP) instead of an IEP.

* The [ESP will describe the special education services and/or related services to be provided
while your child attends the private or religious school.

* |f your plans change at any time after an IESP is developed and you would like to ask for an IEP
and a public school placement, contact your DOE representative or the CSE serving your district
of residence and ask for a new IEP meeting.

* Ifyou plan te send your child to a private or parochial school outside of NYC, you may request
equitable special education services from the school district in which the school is located.




Revoking Consent for Special Education Services

At any time, you may choose to end all special education services
for your child by writing a letter to your DOE representative.

+ Your child will enter a general education class and will not receive
any special education supports or services.

* Your child’s special education records will remain in your child’s
file.

» [f you are considering this option for a child entering kindergarten,
the IEP team will assist you with this process.

« At any time after you revoke consent, you have the right to
request an evaluation for special education services.

Ve
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Transportation

. 'Right now, if your child is enrolled in a preschool special
education program, he or she is eligible for special education
bus service with an attendant on the bus.

» In kindergarten, most students with disabilities travel to school
in the same ways as students without disabilities. Many walk!

» Based on his or her age and the walking distance from home to
school, if your child attends a school in your district, he or she
may be eligible for general education bus service (service to
and from a bus stop where a group of children wait).

» If you child attends a public elementary school in another
district, general education bus service will not be provided.

Education
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Specialized Transportation
(or “Special Education Bus Service”)

The IEP team will recommend special education bus service if your
child’s disability prevents your child from using the same
transportation as children without disabilities. The
recommendation will be made at the IEP. meeting.

The need may be related to a medical condition or orthopedic,
emotional, behavioral, or cognitive disability.
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Eligibility for Specialized Transportation Accommodations

If your child needs special accommeodations on the bus, such as a nurse or medical
equipment, the accommodations will need to be approved in advance.

If the child has a medical condition or limited mobility, and you
would like the IEP team to consider recommending specialized
transportation for that reason, please provide these two forms

. . MYS
well in advance of the IEP meeting: o
Kindergarten:
. . . . Ap Crieptation Guide
* Authorization for Release of Medical Information et o ot
* Request for Medical Accommodations to be completed by % 3
Treating Physician ¢

b
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Receive
Notice of Referral [V

Eligibility for Services Related to Medical Needs

If you think your child needs health services, provide completed
medical forms to your DOE representative before the IEP meeting,

Medical forms are available from your DOE representative and
online: http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/Health/SchoolHealthForms
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Receive Notification of Special
Services and Placement

In late spring, you will be notified by mail about the
special education services and the school placement
that have been recommended in your child’s IEP,

These are two separate letters.

The first letter is white and will list all of the program
recommendations that have been made for your child by the
IEP team {“Prior Written Notice”).

The second letter is green. This School Location Letter will list
the school that will be offering your child the services that have
been recommended. This letter also includes the program
recommendation(s) for your child.
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Prior Written Notice and School Location Letter
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DESCRPTION OF EACH EVALUATION PROCEDURE. ASSESSHENT, RECG:RS, OR REPOAT USED HTHE
DECTSION T0 PREPLISE DR FEFUSE THE ACTIOM:

Receive Notification of
Spectal Education Services
. and Placement

If your child’s IEP recommends a District 1-32 school placement, your child’s
special education services will most likely be provided at the school where
your child was accepted through the kindergarten admissions process.

* Please note: If your child is accepted to an ASD Nest Program, an ASD
Horizon Program, or an ACES Program or is recommended for a Bilingual
Special Education Program, you may receive a different school
placement in late spring than the school offered through the-
kindergarten admissions process.

» If you do receive a different school placement in late spring, please
register your child at the school mentioned in the School Location
Letter; not the school listed in your offer through kindergarten

admissions.
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Preparing for Kindergarten:
Two Processes

FIDeveloping a
Kindergarten
Individualized Education

Program (IEP) anel

Families of children with
disabilities born in 2013
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We will talk about the kindergarten
admissions process now.
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2018 Admissions
Kindergarten and Gifted & Talented

This year, all NYC students born in 2013, including students with disabilities:

* should apply to kindergarten

* can request Gifted & Talented testing

Department of
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Understand Your Choices

There are nearly 800 elementary schools throughout NYC.

= A school that has = Aschool that = There are
specific home does not have Citywide and
addresses home addresses District G&T
assigned to it. assighed to it. programs.

Most often, e Eligibility to
these addresses apply is based
are in the area on your child’s
around the G&T exam score.

school.
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s Most schools have an area called their zone.
m  All addresses in this zone are assighed to the school.
@ [f you live in this zone, the school is your “zoned school”

Department of
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Explore your options. Use School Search
(schools.nyc.gov/SchooiSearch) to find your zoned
school.

Submit your application online, by phone, or in person.
List up to 12 programs on your application.

Get your offer letter. All families that apply by the
deadline get one offer. Pre-register at a school to accept
your offer.

Summer Receive waitlist offer from schools, if applicable.
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Kindergarten Directory

School pages have a lot of helpful infermation as you make decisions.

Address: 825 4k Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11232 | Shared Space Mo H
Subway: 6 o 25% S 5, © to 365 5t- D Ave i ; ] ho i
Hus: B35, B37, B6Y, B70, X12, 434,217, KUAX'JS,XZ?,XzS,)G‘ ¥31,X37, %38,

X MZ X, X&XB whe Got Offers In 20167 ‘Al Some None
rre R P TS Zunedsiblings ‘t,
G!acnrno Spatola Prlndpal I jspawi@schuals nycgw ther Zoned Students *
schocis nyc govismunlportalsnsml?z 71 s 9654200 iblings Living Outside the Zone *
- re-H Studeniy kiving Qutside the Zone &
Grades PK 5 Studem:; 594 ther In-Distrct Students ¥
Accessibility: Not Actessible ut of District Students *
Speclal Education Programs | English Language Learner Programs
PERFORMANCE :
€ #9% of students were proficient on the State English Tast € 993 of parents are satisfied with thelr child's education
&) 9% of stidenis were proficient on the State Math Test " & 98% of pasents fee their child is safe at tha school

Search 18K172 ot schools.nyc gov/accountobitity for more about this school.
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Gifted & Talented Admissions

Submit a Request for Testing (RFT) form. All NYC residents in
pre-K, Kindergarten, first grade, and second grade can test for
Gifted & Talented, including students with [EPs and English
Language Learners (ELLs).

Take the Gifted & Talented test in January.

Receive your score. If your child scores 90 or above on
the Gifted & Talented test, you can apply to a Gifted &
Talented program.

Apply for placement. If your child is eligible, your child’s
Gifted & Talented test score report will list all the
programs you can put on your child’s application.

e e
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Education

Caran Fely Cuazonne




But My Child has an IEP...

* That's ok! Families of students with disabilities should submit an application just
like their general education peers.

« The process doesn’t take IEP status into account when we make offers. That
means your child has an equal chance to get into your zoned school as a child
without an |EP.

» All schools serve students with disabilities, and are expected to provide the special
education programs and services listed on students’ |EPs.

« Ifyour child receives a school-age IEP, you will receive an additional letter later on
in the spring. In almost all cases, it will say the same school as your admissions
offer.

» Exceptions: Bilingual Special Education, ASD Nest or Horizon, ACES, accessibility need,
District 75, or non-public schools.

Depariment of
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Frequently Asked Questions

What if | choose not to apply to kindergarten?
« Every 5 year old will have a place to go to school in September.

+ [fyou don’t apply, and your child receives a school-age IEP, then he/she will be
assigned a placement in your district of residence.

Do | have to apply if | believe my child will be in a specialized schoo! next year?

» There’s no downside to applying — you just reject the offer. But if you don’t want
to, you don’t have to.

Will my child get busing?
* Isit on your child’s {EP? Then yes,
if not...

= |sthe school less than half a mile away? Is the school in a different district?
Then no. Otherwise, yes! See opinyc.org for more details.
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Contact Information

ESenroliment@schools.nyc.gov
718-935-2009 (P311)

Family Welcome Centers: schools.nyc.gov/WelcomeCenters

Resources

Find your zoned school and district: schools.nyc.gov/SchoolSearch
Learn more about Kindergarten: schools.nyc.gov/Kindergarten

Subscribe to receive updates: schools.nyc.gov/Subscribe

Uepartment of
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All children eligible for NYC kindergarten, including )
those with IEPs, are eligible for admission to NYC

charter schools

+ Families should complete an application for each charter school of
interest. o

« |f the number of applicants exceeds the number of available seats,
schools will select students through a random process, such as a
lottery. Most (deadlines for) lotteries are held in April.

 Charter schools give preference to siblings of students already
enrolled in the charter school and students living in the charter
school’s district.

« if a student is accepted to a charter school, the charter school will
work to ensure that the student receives the program and services
on his/her |EP.

* _For more information, visit: schools.nyc.gov/community/charters
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eminder — Communication to Families
We!come Packet Notice of Referral Motice of Case PWN (Notice of School Location Letter

e | Reassignment Recommendation)

Timing: Timing: Timing: Timing: Timing:
October 2017 December 2017 - January 2018 - After [EP has bean | April — August 2018
onward onward finalized (typlcally
{/f case is starts at the end of
reassigned) - February/early
March})

Purpose: Purpose: Purpose: Purpose: Purpose:
Introduces the Informs the family Informs the family | Summarizes the School Placemerit
kindergarten that their case was | that case was results of the IEP Information; includes
admissions process to assigned to an [EP reassigned to Meeting. student program
farnilies and provides team. new 1EP team. recommendation.
information regarding {In some cases ’
kindergarten anly}

orientation sessions.




If Your Address Has Changed

If you did not receive a mailing

Dopartmant af

about these meetings, or if your e
address has changed, please Kindergarten:
. An Orientation Guide
contact your Commitiee on tor
. . Familles of Students willy Blsabilitles
PreSChOOi SDEClal Educatfon Enfering Kindergarfer in Fall, 2018

3

{CPSE) administrator at the
Committee on Special Education
(CSE) office to make sure we have
your correct address.

The CSE offices are listed in this
guide.
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Our Website is schools.nyc.gov

For more information about:
+ Developing a kindergarten (EP, visit
schools.nvc.gov/KindergartenSpecialEducation

* The kindergarten admissions process, visit
schools.nyc.gov/kindergarien

You can atso email
Turningb@schools.nyc.gov if you
would like a copy of this
presentation.

Education
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« http://schools. nye.goviAcademics/SpecialEducation
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Questions or Concerns?

Developing a Kindergarten IEP

+ If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the
Department of Education {DOE) representative listed on your
blue Notice of Referral.

* You can also contact us at a Committee on Special Education
(CSE) office. Contact information is in the guide,

+ If you experience a problem that cannot be resolved by your
DOE representative or CSE, you can ask for additional assistance
by calling 718-935-2007 or emailing Turning5@schools.nyc.gov.

Kindergarten Admissions and Gifted & Talented Admissions
+ If you have guestions or need assistance, please call 718-935-
2009 or email ESenreliment@®@schools.nyc.gov.
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Thank you for coming today!
We are here to help throughout this process.

We are Iooking forward to working with you so that you and
your child will be prepared for a great year in kindergarten!
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Beforeyougo...

Please take a few minutes to pesra e
complete our survey about the Yo ettt o e ettt ey
presentation and return it at the sttt
table on your way out. z:ﬁm ‘ E ‘“’: e
R % mm"; - v
We value your feedback. i g
xx x v Y
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Questions?

we'll now answer any
questions you’ve submitted on
your Comment Cards.

We will stay after the meeting
to answer individual questions.
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