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Resolution #17

Resolution in Support of New York State Senate Bill $1018
May 7', 2025

This resolution aims to express clear support for S1018 and highlights its importance in addressing issues related to school bus worker
welfare and student transportation safety. WHEREAS, Senate Bill S1018, sponsored by Senator Robert Jackson, proposes amendments
to the education law concerning contracts for the transportation of school children, particularly focusing on the preservation of wages

and benefits for school bus workers in cities with populations exceeding one million; and

WHEREAS, the bill addresses the detrimental effects caused by the removal of the Employee Protection Provision (EPP) in 2013, which
led to instability in employment, wage reductions, and loss of benefits for school bus workers, directly impacting their livelihoods and the

quality of services provided to students; and

WHEREAS, S1018 seeks to protect the wages and benefits of school bus workers during transitions between contractors, prioritizing the
retention and hiring of experienced school bus drivers, mechanics, and attendants, which will ensure a more stable and reliable

transportation system for the students of New York; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of the bill will help mitigate labor shortages in the school bus industry, a critical issue for many school
districts that rely on efficient and safe transportation for students, particularly in New York City where such services are essential to the

education system's function; and

WHEREAS, by stabilizing employment and ensuring the hiring of experienced personnel, S1018 will help maintain high safety

standards, contributing to the overall well-being of students who depend on school buses for transportation to and from school; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative to support policies that ensure workers' rights are protected while providing high-quality services toour

children, particularly in high-population areas like New York City; now, therefore, be it

WHEREAS, OPT has indicated that the lack of yellow bus service to provide equitable access to Summer Rising, to weekend academic

and related service recovery, and/or to weekday after school enrichment for those students who cannot use other transportation
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cannot be corrected until the vendor contracts are rebid [ https://gothamist.com/news/school-bus-service-is-already-rough-in-nyc-it-

could-getworse |; and

WHEREAS, without a change to state law allowing the inclusion of EPPs, any effort to update forty-five-year-old legacy contracts
through a rebidding process is likely to cause a bus strike that would disrupt schooling for hundreds of thousands of students; and

RESOLVED, that Citywide Council for District 75 strongly supports Senate Bill S1018 and encourages all members of the New York
State Senate to vote in favor of its passage to ensure the protection of school bus workers’ rights and the continued safety and reliability

of school transportation services; and be it further

RESOLVED, Citywide Council for District 75 urges the New York State Senate to pass the bill; the New York State Assembly to

introduce and pass the same-as bill; and the Governor to sign the bill into law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Citywide Council for District 75 ask the New York City Council and Panel for Educational
Policy to commit to achieving new improved school transportation contract bids including EPP ahead of June 30, 2026 [i.e. to support

extending the expiring bus contracts for a period of up to but not exceeding one year from their expiration |

This Resolution was approved at Citywide Council for District 75 Calendar Meeting held on _June 4, 2025 by a vote of 6 yes.
Members present including: Christi Angel, Andrea Daniels, Lakiesha Ricks, Jessica Rivera, Eiljah Hobbs and Gisselle Ramierez.



